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ALABAMA FORESTS
Merriam-Webster defines a forest as “a dense growth 
of trees and underbrush covering a large area.” It’s an 
acceptable definition, but it does not capture the 
importance of the crucial role forests play in providing 
important ecological, economic, social and health 
benefits. 1

5 major forest types of Alabama:
Longleaf pine-Slash pine
Loblolly pine-Shortleaf pine
Oak-Pine
Oak-Hickory
Oak-Gum-Cypress.

Forest type categories are helpful to the extent that 
they match major areas with common kinds of forest 
dominance, as shown in the adjacent map. However, 
Alabama’s forest diversity is far richer than 
represented by such a simplified portrayal. 2

A healthy forest is much more than simply a 
collection of trees. A forest is a setting in which the 
whole is greater than the sum of its parts because 
its parts – soil, water, wildlife, and various plants, 
including trees – work together to form a self-
perpetuating natural community, an ecosystem. 3

Discovering Alabama, 2024

https://d.docs.live.net/0bcc40db2d3539de/Documents/MRF/PLANET%20PROJECT/26%20PLANET%20PROJECT/26%20PP%20Art%20References


ALABAMA TREE TYPES

a-z-animals.com

Alabama boasts over 3,000 native plant species, 
including roughly 200 tree species; a wide variety of 
all Four Types of Trees: 4

Deciduous Trees
These trees shed their leaves seasonally, usually in 
the fall.
Examples: Oak, maple, and aspen

Evergreen Trees
As their name suggests, evergreen trees retain their 
leaves throughout the entire year.
Examples: Pine, spruce, and fir trees

Coniferous Trees
Conifers are cone-bearing trees, and they typically 
have needles or scales instead of broad leaves.
Most are also evergreens, but some, like the larch, 
are deciduous.
Examples: Pines, firs, and spruces

Flowering Trees
Also known as angiosperms, these trees produce 
flowers and then develop fruits and seeds that are 
enclosed within the fruit.
Examples: Apple, magnolia, and avocado 5



TREE DWELLERS & POLLINATORS

Trees are teeming with life, hosting a diverse array of wildlife that contributes to their care and maintenance 
through seed dispersal, natural pest control, pollination, and nutrient cycling.

Equally, trees in forests, urban green spaces, gardens, backyards, etc. provide ecological services such as:
- Supporting wildlife food webs
- Supporting pollinators
- Protecting and managing watersheds
- Building soil and sequestering carbon 6



BENEFITS of URBAN TREES
Research has linked the presence of urban trees to…



➢ ALABAMA’S NATIVE TREES with THE CREATURES THAT SUSTAIN THEM & THEY SUSTAIN

This sculpture project invites students to explore Alabama’s native trees and the creatures that inhabit and pollinate them; how they live 
symbiotically sustaining each other and in turn, Alabama’s forests, urban green spaces, neighborhoods, backyards, and more.

Each class will choose an Alabama native tree to base their realistic or abstract sculpture on. Included, at least three wildlife inhabitants 
and/or pollinators within the tree sculpture. For the build-out, the class will utilize any choice of material(s), especially recyclables and 
natural materials. The included wildlife and pollinators can be 2D or 3D renditions and depictions, handmade or found, sculpted, painted, 
stenciled etc. into/onto the tree sculpture.

> Freestanding
> Stationary or kinetic
> Large scale - GO BIG! - not limited to, but no smaller than 48” x 24” x 24”

➢ FRAME/BASE - Presentation must be considered in the design stage. The sculpture should be able to stand alone or include an appropriate 
substrate or base. MRF has only a few wood risers, no pedestals. Discuss with the Arts Ed. Coord. before October 10th if your class's 
sculpture will need a riser or if you have other presentation concerns.

➢ CONTENT MATERIALS - yard waste; limbs, vines, etc, cardboard boxes and tubes, plastic bottles, containers and pipes, cans, paper 
cartons, paper cups, bottle caps, wire coat hangers, wood, packaging materials, newspaper, junk mail, paper bags, plastic bags, bubble 
wrap, plastic tablecloths, magazines, envelopes, coffee filters, tissue paper, fabric, felt, sponge, cotton balls, push pins, clothes pins, pipe 
cleaners, twist-ties, yarn, etc. Some possible trunk materials shown on page 10.

➢ METHODS & APPROACHES
> Assemblage with found objects and materials
> Additive Construction with collected recyclables and/or natural materials

➢ ATTACHMENT & ADHESIVES - wire, string, yarn, rope, zip ties, twist-ties, magnets, glue, tape, velcro, safety pins, nuts/bolts, nails, screws… 

Questions, advice, help with snags - contact the Arts Ed Coordinator, Jess Marie Walker, at 205-601-6166 or arted@findartbirmingham.com
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CONTEMPORARY TREE SCULPTURES
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CONTEMPORARY TREE SCULPTURES

TIJAY MOHAMMED + BEAM CENTER JEAN DUBUFFET



RECYCLED-ART TREE SCULPTURES

VERONIKA RICHTEROVÁ MICHELLE READER PAULO CESAR TELES +
OLANIYI SUNDAY OLANIRAN (workshop) 



TREE DWELLER & POLLINATOR SCULPTURES

BARBARA FRANC MICHELLE READER

MICHELE GUIEU SCOTT WALROTHSCOTT WALROTH



TREE TRUNK MATERIAL OPTIONS
Recycled paper cores are a great ready-made option to 
consider for the trunk and/or limbs of your tree sculpture.

The Festival has access to two sizes:
Large - approx. 12” x 50” (3/4” thick)
Med/Small - approx. 6” x 36” (1/4” thick)
The large ones stand on their own quite well. The smaller 
ones can be bundled together for more girth, and 
undulation too. Either option will need to be weighted for 
stability.

If you would like to try using paper core(s), text Jess 
Marie Walker at 205-601-6166 ASAP with the size and 
quantity you need. If available, we’ll deliver to your school.

Other materials to consider for the tree trunk and/or 
limbs: chicken wire, plastic or wire mesh, cardboard, 
wood, various types of pipe, various types of metal or
plastic, recycled home goods - hat rack, floor lamp,   
upright vacuum cleaner, etc.

Yuken Teruya 



JANET AUSTIN - Nightingale, 2019
janetaustinart.com/the-nightingale

STUDIO ROOF - Tree of Life by Ilya Yashkin 
studioroof.com/objects/tree-of-life

TIJAY MOHAMMED + BEAM CENTER - Baobab: The Tree of Life, 2023
beamcenter.org/projects/baobab

artoftijay.com

JEAN DUBUFFET - Group of Four Trees, 1972
wikipedia.org/Group_of_Four_Trees_Jean_Dubuffet

VERONIKA RICTEROVA - PET-ART Palm Tree for EcoPark, 2014
veronikarichterova.com/palm-tree-for-the-ecopark

video - dw.com/en/recycling-plastic-bottles-pet-art-from-Czechia

MICHELLE READER - figurative sculpture from household and industrial waste
ecnmy.org/engage/artist-makes-sculptures-out-of-rubbish

michelle-reader.co.uk/gallery

PAULO CESAR TELES - The Wishing Tree, Osogbo, Nigeria, 2016
workshop inst. by Olaniyi Sunday Olaniran

africanartswithtaj.com/wishing-tree-art-technology

BARBARA FRANK - scrap metal animals
barbarafranc.co.uk

SCOTT WALROTH - recycled materials sculpture
scottwalroth.weebly.com/sculpture-recycled-materials

YUKEN TERUYA - Corner Forest from Toilet Paper Roll Series, 2003-09
yukenteruyastudio.com/projectsworks

Project Inspiration & More Info
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Artist In Residence School Visit Tree Projects - Andrea Skyberg 
andreaskyberg.com/diversity-tree

andreaskyberg.com/communitree-milwaukee-parkside-school

Recycled Tree Sculpture – Northwest Wisconson College Environmental Club
recyclart.org/recycled-art-tree/nww-college-enviro-group

Leaves and Flowers - Rosa Montesa Instructables
instructables.com/m

How to Make a Faux Tree - Kristen Johnson & Home Depot
homedepot.com/how-to-make-a-faux-tree ember/RosaMontesa

Abstract Cardboard Sculpture Project – Agnes Hsu, 2018
hellowonderful.co/giant-cardboard-abstract-sculptures

Recycling Presentation - examples of art projects that utilize recycled materials
slideshare.net/slideshow/recycling-presentation

Backyard Art Camp - Re-useum - Artwork made with recycled materials
buzzmills.typepad.com/blog/2015/backyard-art-camp-re-useum

ReUPit / Angela Haseltine Pozzi - rubbish to resource
whatsupwoodbridge.com/prince-william-county-cleanup-installation

Sayaka Ganz - Reclaimed Plastics
sayakaganz.com/plastics

Sugarfox - trash sculptor, the process
sugarfox.net/new-page-7

Tutorials / Inspiration & More Info
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1) What is a Forest
nifa.usda.gov/about-nifa/what-forest

2) Discovering Alabama - Alabama Forests
discoveringalabama.org/alabama-forests

3) Alabama Forests Teacher Guide
discoveringalabama.org/alabama_forests.pdf

4) Investigate Alabama’s Native Plants
alabamawildlife.org/alabamas-native-plants

5) Tree Classification - 4 Types of Trees
naturanation.com/tree-classification-4-types-of-trees

6) Homegrown National Park - Keystone Plants -
Ozark/Ouachita Appalachian Forests Eco-Region
homegrownnationalpark.org/get-started-plant-native

7) Urban Wildlife: Nature’s Tree Care Experts
arboristnow.com/urban-wildlife-tree-care-experts

A Key to Common Native Trees of Alabama
aces.edu/Key-Native-Trees-Alabama.pdf

Online Native Plant Finders:
- nativeplantfinder.nwf.org
- homegrownnationalpark.org/ecoregion
- plants.usda.gov

15 Most Iconic Trees Native to Alabama
a-z-animals.com/alabama-most-iconic-trees

Trees for Bees and Other Pollinators
arborday.org/trees-for-bees-and-other-pollinators

A Guide to Trees
nwf.org/Trees-for-Wildlife-Guide-to-Trees

Green-Up Alabama: Growing Greener, Stronger 
Communities
aces.edu/blog/green-up-alabama

Forestry Topic - Alabama Cooperative Extension 
System 
aces.edu/blog/forestry-wildlife/forestry

Wildlife Topic - Alabama Cooperative Extension 
System
aces.edu/blog/forestry-wildlife

Alabama Biodivesity – Outdoor Alabama Wildlife
alapark.com/outdoor-alabama-wildlife

Encyclopedia of Alabama - Fauna and Flora
encyclopediaofalabama.org/fauna-of-alabama
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